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Through mindful listening to nature, in nature, creative harvesting, recording, painting, poetry, public participation
and more, we can foster a greater appreciation of the natural world. By inspiring an active appreciation of biodiversity
through sound we can reconnect to nature, foster a greater love and appreciation of its complexities, and build
an understanding of our disproportionate impact on the natural world. On this multidisciplinary path, bioacoustics
intersects with creative arts, environmental outreach, wellbeing, wildlife advocacy and conservation.

Artists and scientists may seem to speak different languages, but there are similarities. For example, the creative
process and environmental science both involve appreciating the natural world.
In combination, this appreciation can be amplified.

The emerging field of Bioacoustics is an example. By combining biology and acoustics, bioacoustics is the
cross-disciplinary investigation of sound production, dispersion, and reception in animals. At South Africa’s
largest protected area, the Kruger National Park, this research field is being used as inspiration to ignite
creative minds and amplify the work of African specialists in the field.

The Listening for Life Project, an initiative of the African Bioacoustics Community (ABC),
is a Science-Art Collaboration that promotes active and mindful Listening to Nature.




CREATIVE HARVESTING

African Bioacoustics Community Conference, Kruger National Park - October 2022

CareCreative & Nathalia Serpa facilitate a creative space for participants to express their learnings about Bioacoustics in Africa.




MURALS

Skukuza, Kruger National Park - October 2023 to July 2024

The Creative and Scientific teams collaborate to create murals which imagine the Bioacousics of the environment in which the paintings find themselves.
While the artworks are in process, bioacoustic recordings & data are being collected. Along our journey, we have also taken time out for a Listening Retreat
together. This way, we could deepen our unstanding of each others’ worlds. We have continued painting and developing our Sound/ Movement/ Art
Workshops. We enjoy being inclusive, diverse, colourful, natural, skills & youth focused & impactful in Southern Africa.

@ rhuﬁasa m&bubuts a



Kruger National Park




MURALS

Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger National Park - October 2023




MURALS

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - October 2023




WORKSHOP \

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - February 2024




LISTENING FOR LIFE

a Poem by Dr Tess Gridley

What if you listen instead of look
Pause instead of pursue ...

Might the wildlife come to you ...
Set your phone to silent...
instead listen to the vibrance

all around

as the canopy comes to life ,

Breath deeply -

Open your mind to a new way of experiencing the natural world...

Listening for life

Close your eyes

In the stillness all distractions are blocked out,
Immerse yourself in the societies abound
Who are connected to each other

Calling, caring or combating

sharing stories to survive

- Listening for life...

Within these moments of mindful stillness,
Grounded, steady and secure ..

Engulfed in darkness we hear colour..

The sounds of nature we adore..

Clear voices resonate through the treetops,

Each an instrument in the orchestra of the wild

Listening for life

Essential for survival,

overlooked as background noise

Songs moulded through millennia of adaptation to ensure
transfer of information remains faithful

through fluid networks above the forest floor

Listening for life

So stay a little longer,

take the time to understand

there’s complexity not chaos,

sophistication beyond our bounds ,

if only we take a moment to appreciate the communities around
Oblighing ears the only tool required

The only cost is time

Take a moment , close your eyes...

Listening for life




MURAL

Skukuza Science Leadership Initiative (SSLI) Campus,
Kruger National Park - February 2024




MURAL

Skukuza Science Leadership Initiative (SSLI) Campus,
Kruger National Park - February 2024
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Bodhi Khaya Art-Science Listening Retreat - April 2024
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WORKSHOP

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - July 2024

Listening to a playlist of Kruger’s wetland wildlife, prepared by the ABC team, and painting the sounds.




WORKSHOP

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - July 2024
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MURALS

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - HC360 Crew, July 2024
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MURALS

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - HC360 Crew, July 2024




MURALS

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - HC360 Crew, July 2024
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MURALS

Skukuza Primary School, Kruger National Park - HC360 Crew, July 2024




WORKSHOP

African Bioacoustics Community Conference, V&A Waterfront Cape Town - Sept 2024

Movement, Sound & Art making Workshop with conference participants.
Facilitated by CareCreative, Caitlin Mkhasibe, Marvin Van Sensie & Monwabisi Dasi




ADVENTURES

Amazing people, Wild moments, Unique learnings & lots of Listening




Skukuza Camp

“Hileku Yingiseleni ka Vutomi”
2023

Artists: CareCreative & Sergical_one

Skukuza Camp

“Listening For Life"

2023

Artists: CareCreative & Sergical_one

Skukuza Junior School

“The Sounds of Nature we Adore”
2023/24

Artists: HC360 Crew

Skukuza Science Leadership Initiative
(SSLI) Campus

“Mpfumawulo wo rhulisa mabubutsa
endzeni ka hina” (The sound that
calms storms within us)

2023

Artist: CareCreative

Skukuza Science Leadership Initiative

(SSLI) Campus

“Listen to the Vibrance all around”

2024
Artist: CareCreative

Skukuza Junior School
“Listening For Life"

2024

Artists: HC360 Crew: MAKTONE
[XamllKwaggo

Photo credit: Laurence Kruger

Skukuza Junior School
“Listening For Life"

2024

Artists: HC360 Crew: Dfeat Once
Photo credit: Laurence Kruger

Skukuza Junior School
“Listening For Life"

2024

Artists: HC360 Crew

Photo credit: Laurence Kruger



Skukuza Junior School _
“Listening For Life" lustration
2024

Artists: HC360 Crew: CareCreative

Photo credit: Laurence Kruger

“Listening For Life"
2024
Artist: Mariana Chicaybam

Skukuza Junior School _
[llustration

“Listening For Life"
2024
Artist: Marvin Van Sensie

“Listening For Life"

2024

Artists: HC360 Crew: Urban Khoi
Photo credit: Laurence Kruger

MERCHANDISE

Postcards & Prints available

www.amava.org/partners/carecreative www.africanbioacoustics.org

carecreativeza@gmail.com africanbioacoustics@gmail.com
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